
GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH (LCMS)
September 13, 2020

Church Office Phone # 616-534-0805

Visiting Pastor Rev. Timothy Verity

Website Address:   www.gracelc.net

Office~email:   gracelc.office@gmail.com

Office Hours: Monday- Friday 8:30-4:30p.m.

Welcome Guests!

We look forward to worshiping

with you today!
(Need Assistance for your hearing?  We offer comfortable ear-

sets and loops that provide improved listening ability.  Please ask a Sound System

Attendant for assistance.)

WELCOME, ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF VISITORS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

OUR WORSHIP BEGINS IN PRAYERFUL MEDITATION

GOD’S WORD PREPARES US FOR WORSHIP:

21So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he comforted them and
spoke kindly to them. Genesis 50: 21

WE PREPARE OUR HEARTS AND MINDS FOR HOLY COMMUNION

St. Paul, in his letter to the Corinthians, bids us to examine ourselves before taking
Holy Communion.  Therefore, to receive our Lord’s true Body and Blood we:

^ REPENT of our sinful nature and our sinful acts;

^ BELIEVE that Jesus lived the perfect life to shed His Blood for us on the
cross as the atoning sacrifice for the forgiveness of our sin;

^ BELIEVE that, in the Supper, Jesus gives us His true Body and Blood
in, with, and under the bread and wine.  Therefore, the bread and wine
are not merely symbols of the Body and Blood of Jesus, but are joined to
the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood given and shed for us;

^ INTEND by the power of the Holy Spirit, to change our sinful lives and
strive to walk according to God’s holy and perfect will.

In joyful obedience to the teaching of Holy Scripture, we ask that only those who are
one in Church confession and faith join us at the table of our Lord.  Guests who are
members in good standing in fellow congregations of the Missouri Synod are invited
to join us in the Holy Supper.  Children and adults desiring to come forward for
a blessing are encouraged to do so. If you have questions or if you would like to
have information about joining our fellowship, please visit with the Pastor prior to
worship.  Thank you for honoring the sacredness of God’s altar and our Lord’s Table.
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WE ENTER TO WORSHIP...WE EXIT TO WITNESS

ORGAN PRELUDE FOR PRAYERFUL MEDITATION

THE RINGING OF THE BELL CALLS US TO WORSHIP

ORDER OF WORSHIP – LSB, SERVICE OF PRAYER AND PREACHING
PAGES 260-267, COMMON LITURGY PAGES 160-166

ENTRANCE HYMN “GUIDE ME, O THOU GREAT REDEEMER”(LSB, #918)

1Guide me, O Thou great Redeemer,
Pilgrim through this barren land.
I am weak, but Thou art mighty;
Hold me with Thy pow’rful hand.
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven,

Feed me till I want no more;
Feed me till I want no more.

2Open now the crystal fountain
Whence the healing stream doth flow;

Let the fiery, cloudy pillar
Lead me all my journey through.
Strong deliv’rer, strong deliv’rer,

Be Thou still my strength and shield;
Be Thou still my strength and shield.

3When I tread the verge of Jordan,
Bid my anxious fears subside;

Death of death and hell’s destruction,
Land me safe on Canaan’s side.

Songs of praises, songs of praises
I will ever give to Thee;
I will ever give to Thee.

Public domain
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(Please stand.)

OPENING VERSICLES

This is the day which the Lord has made;

Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

From the rising of the sun to its setting,

The name of the Lord is to be praised.

Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere;

I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in

the tents of the wicked.

Make me to know Your ways, O Lord.

Teach me Your paths.

Sanctify us in Your truth.

Your Word is truth.

From the rising of the sun to its setting,

The name of the Lord is to be praised.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE “WE PRAISE YOU, O GOD”   (LSB, #785)

1We praise You, O God, our Redeemer,
Creator; In grateful devotion our tribute
we bring. We lay it before You, we kneel
and adore You; We bless Your holy
name, glad praises we sing.

2We worship You, God of our fathers,
we bless You; Through trial and tempest
our guide You have been. When perils
o’ertake us, You will not forsake us,
And with Your help, O Lord, our
struggles we win.

3With voices united our praises we offer
And gladly our songs of thanksgiving we
raise. With You, Lord, beside us, Your
strong arm will guide us. To You, our
great Redeemer, forever be praise!

Public domain
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(Please be seated.)

_ THE SPIRIT TEACHES US THROUGH THE WORD _

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON GENESIS 50: 15-21

15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that Joseph will
hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” 16So they sent a message to Joseph,
saying, “Your father gave this command before he died, 17‘Say to Joseph, Please forgive the
transgression of your brothers and their sin, because they did evil to you.’ And now, please
forgive the transgression of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they
spoke to him. 18His brothers also came and fell down before him and said, “Behold, we are your
servants.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? 20As for you,
you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should
be kept alive, as they are today. 21So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones.”
Thus he comforted them and spoke kindly to them.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Epistle is written in the 14th chapter of Romans, beginning at the 1st verse.

THE EPISTLE ROMANS 14: 1-12

1As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions. 2One
person believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. 3Let not the
one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the one who abstains pass judgment on
the one who eats, for God has welcomed him. 4Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of
another? It is before his own master that he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord
is able to make him stand. 5One person esteems one day as better than another, while another
esteems all days alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. 6The one who
observes the day, observes it in honor of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord,
since he gives thanks to God, while the one who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and
gives thanks to God. 7For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. 8If we live,
we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we
die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both
of the dead and of the living. 10Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do
you despise your brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God; 11for it is
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written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess
to God.” 12So then each of us will give an account of himself to God.
This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

(Please stand for the reading of the Holy Gospel.)

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 18th chapter.

Glory to You, O Lord.

THE HOLY GOSPEL MATTHEW 18: 21-35

21 Peter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and I

forgive him? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times,

but seventy times seven. 23“Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who

wished to settle accounts with his servants. 24When he began to settle, one was brought to him

who owed him ten thousand talents. 25And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to

be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be made. 26So the servant

fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And

out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. 28But

when that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred

denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29So his fellow

servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30He

refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. 31When his fellow servants

saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their

master all that had taken place. 32Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked

servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33And should not you have

had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his master delivered

him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 35So also my heavenly Father will do to every

one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.”

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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RESPONSIVE PSALM PSALM 19: 1-10

The heavens declare the glory of God,
And the sky above proclaims his handiwork.

Day to day pours out speech,
And night to night reveals knowledge.

There is no speech, nor are there words,
Whose voice is not heard.

Their measuring line goes out through all the earth,
And their words to the end of the world.

In them he has set a tent for the sun,
Which comes out like a bridegroom| leaving his chamber,

And, like a strong man, runs its course with joy.
Its rising is from the end of the heavens,

And its circuit to the end of them,
And there is nothing hidden from its heat.

The law of the LORD is perfect,
Reviving the soul;

The testimony of the LORD is sure,
Making wise the simple;

The precepts of the LORD are right,
Rejoicing the heart;

The commandment of the LORD is pure,
Enlightening the eyes;

The fear of the LORD is clean,
Enduring forever;

The just decrees of the LORD are true,
And righteous altogether.

More to be desired are they than gold,
Even much fine gold;

Sweeter also than honey
And drippings of the honeycomb.

COMMON RESPONSORY

Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens.
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your
glory dwells.
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Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it.
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your
glory dwells.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your
glory dwells.

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS PAGE 264

You shall have no other gods.
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.
Honor your father and your mother.
You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or
maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.

APOSTLE’S CREED PAGE 264

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
     maker of heaven and earth.
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
     born of the virgin Mary,
     suffered under Pontius Pilate,
     was crucified, died and was buried.
     He descended into hell.
     The third day He rose again from the dead.
     He ascended into heaven
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
     the holy Christian Church,
          the communion of saints,
     the forgiveness of sins,
     the resurrection of the body,
     and the life a everlasting. Amen.
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SERMON HYMN “ALL PEOPLE THAT ON EARTH DO DWELL” (LSB, # 791)

1All people that on earth do dwell,
Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice.
Him serve with mirth, His praise forthtell;
    Come ye before Him and rejoice.

2Know that the Lord is God indeed;
Without our aid He did us make.
We are His folk, He doth us feed,
And for His sheep He doth us take.

3O enter then His gates with praise;
Approach with joy His courts unto.
Praise, laud, and bless His name always,

For it is seemly so to do.

4For why? The Lord our God is good:
His mercy is forever sure.
His truth at all times firmly stood
And shall from age to age endure.

5To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
 The God whom heav’n and earth adore,
From us and from the angel host
Be praise and glory evermore.

Public domain

(Please be seated.)

MESSAGE “PLEASE, FORGIVE ME!” GENESIS 50: 15-21

GRANDPARENT RECOGNITION

VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION

OFFERTORY HYMN “LET THE VINEYARDS BE FRUITFUL” (LSB, # 955)

1Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord,

And fill to the brim our cup of blessing.

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,

That we may be fed with the bread of life.

Gather the hopes and the dreams of all;

Unite them with the prayers we offer now.

Grace our table with Your presence, and give us

A foretaste of the feast to come.

© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010763.
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(Please stand.)

PRAYERS PAGE 265

In peace let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind,

let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the

proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us all,

let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who

travel, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned,

and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
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COLLECT OF THE DAY PAGE 265

One God, now and forever.

Amen.

COLLECT FOR THE WORD PAGE 265

Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning.

Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by

the patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the

blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen. 

_  WE CELEBRATE THE SUPPER OF OUR LORD  _
 
PREFACE PAGE 160

(Sung together)

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising
You and saying:
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SANCTUS~ Holy, Holy, Holy 

(Sung together) PAGE 161
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might:

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING PAGE 161

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our
Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. Gathered in the name
and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen
us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood
as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of
the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His
kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us.
To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

THE WORDS OF THE LORD PAGE 162

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is
My a body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way
also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them,
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in   My a  blood, which
is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of me.
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LORD’S PRAYER PAGE 162

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

PAX DOMINI~ The Peace of the Lord PAGE 163

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

(Please be seated.)

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SUPPER PAGE 164

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

“AMAZING GRACE” (LSB, # 744)

1Amazing grace—how sweet the sound—
That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost but now am found,
Was blind but now I see!

2The Lord has promised good to me,
His Word my hope secures;
He will my shield and portion be
As long as life endures.

3Through many dangers, toils, and snares
I have already come;
His grace has brought me safe thus far,
His grace will lead me home.

4Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail
And mortal life shall cease,
Amazing grace shall then prevail
In heaven’s joy and peace.

5When we’ve been there ten thousand years,
Bright shining as the sun,
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise
Than when we’d first begun.

© 1991 Editorial Concordia. Used by permission: LSB
Hymn License .NET, no. 100010763.
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“FEED THY CHILDREN, GOD MOST HOLY” (LSB, # 774)

Feed Thy children, God most holy;

Comfort sinners poor and lowly.

O Thou Bread of Life from heaven,

Bless the food Thou here hast given!

As these gifts the body nourish,

May our souls in graces flourish

Till with saints in heav’nly splendor

At Thy feast due thanks we render.
© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010763.

(Please stand.)

DISMISSING OF THE COMMUNICANTS PAGE 164

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and

soul to life everlasting. Depart a in peace.

Amen.

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE “THANK YOU LORD” PAGE 164

(Sung together)

Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev'ryone what He has done. Let all

who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. He recalls His

promises and leads His people forth in joy with shouts of thanksgiving. 

Alleluia, alleluia.
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POST COMMUNION COLLECT PAGE 166

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come

in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith

throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, together

with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which

has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

BENEDICTION PAGE 166

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you

and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and a give you peace.

Amen.

DEPARTING HYMN 

“SAVIOR, AGAIN TO THY DEAR NAME WE RAISE”  (LSB, # 917)

1Savior, again to Thy dear name we raise
With one accord our parting hymn of praise;

Once more we bless Thee ere our
worship cease,

Then, lowly bending, wait Thy word of
peace.

2Grant us Thy peace upon our
homeward way;

With Thee began, with Thee shall end,
the day.

Guard Thou the lips from sin, the
hearts from shame,

That in this house have called upon
Thy name.

3Grant us Thy peace, Lord, through
the coming night;

Turn Thou for us its darkness into light.
From harm and danger keep Thy

children free;
For dark and light are both alike to

Thee.

4Grant us Thy peace throughout our
earthly life,

Our balm in sorrow and our stay in strife;
Then, when Thy voice shall bid our

conflict cease,
Call us, O Lord, to Thine eternal peace.

Public domain
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WE GREET ONE ANOTHER IN THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST

WE PRAY FOR GOD’S WORD TO HAVE ITS EFFECT ON US

Lord God, bless Your Word wherever it is proclaimed.  Make it a Word of power and
peace to convert those not yet Your own family and to confirm those who have come to
saving faith.  May Your Word pass from the ear to the heart, from the heart to the lip,
and from the lip to the life that, as You have promised, Your Word may achieve the
purpose for which You send it; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.

We look forward to our worship together next Sunday!
Celebrating the sixteenth Sunday of Pentecost on 

Sunday, September 20, 2020

BE SURE TO READ THROUGH THE ENTIRE BULLETIN  Be sure to read the
information in the bulletin in its entirety - check your mail box, and look at the tables
in the narthex to make sure that you are taking advantage of every opportunity to serve
the Lord with your time, talents and treasures that the Lord has lavished upon you.  We
thank God for the blessings of our Grace Church family and the opportunities God gives
to us to be instruments of His grace as well (.
Large Print copies are available from the ushers!

If you happen to miss worship on Sunday, please come in either prior to the
Sunday you will miss or after, and pick up a bulletin and sermon so that you walk
together as one church family - all with the same information and filled with the same
message and mission to share.   

All worshipers, including our guests today, If you are a guest with us today, we
have a gift for you.  You should have received one during the announcements.  If not,
 please stop by the sound table and ask for your visitors gift.
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WE ARE OPEN FOR WORSHIP - BUT WITH RESTRICTIONS!  We thank God

that we have been able to be open for worship with one service

each Sunday at 9:00 a.m.  We thank God for all those who are

serving in various capacities to make this happen.  But in

order to stay open for worship - we need to continue to

follow the CDC guidelines for worship opening: Stay

home if you are sick or are experiencing a fever or other

symptoms - and if you have been in contact with someone who

has Covid 19; Wash those hands for 20 seconds frequently;

Wear your face covering properly - covering the nose and mouth - even

when singing; Use hand sanitizer as you enter the sanctuary and maintain proper

social distancing.  This is our “new normal” for the time being.  Thank you for your

willingness to comply with these restrictions and for your patience as we endure in

order to love one another and keep one another safe.

CONFIRMATION INSTRUCTION BEGINS ON RALLY DAY We will begin the

year with in-person Confirmation instruction for Fifth through Eighth grade students

on Sundays from 11 a.m. to 12 Noon beginning on Sunday, September 20.  Please bring

a Small Catechism, writing utensil and a folder.  Instruction will be in the Fellowship

Hall.  We will have plenty of room for social distancing.  Masks or face shields will be

required.  We will begin with the Apologetics textbook that was started last year.  We

ended at Chapter 13.  New students will be provided a new textbook. 

ACOLYTES WILL BEGIN SERVING ONCE AGAIN ON RALLY DAY We will

schedule one acolyte per Sunday beginning on Sunday, September 20.  Maria will call

or e-mail those acolytes who will be scheduled in September and from then on, please

check the assistant schedule to see who is serving on a given week.  As always, if you

cannot serve on the scheduled Sunday, please find your replacement and contact the

church office with the change prior to Wednesday noon.  Thank you!
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THE QUILTERS ARE STILL IN NEED OF DONATIONS OF SHEETS  The

Quilters are asking for your donations of sheets - size double or

larger - new or used – for the backing of their quilts.  Your

donations help make their beautiful quilts possible.  Thank you!

NURSERY CARE BEGINNING ON RALLY DAY As you may know, the nursery

has undergone some major renovations with the direction of the Human Care

Committee and the generous, faithful efforts of the Buildings and Grounds Committee.

We are looking to have the nursery prepared by Rally Sunday.  But we need your

help.  We will need two people each Sunday to volunteer to serve as nursery care

providers.  This would include parents who wish to use the nursery.  Please plan to sign

up to serve.  All those who serve will need to have First Aid. 

****PLEASE NOTE:  WE ARE HAVING A NURSERY SHOWER We would

like to supply the newly renovated nursery with items like baby wipes, diapers of all

sizes, paper towels, lysol spray, etc.  Thank you in advance for your generosity.

GRACE’S 75th ANNIVERSARY IS COMING IN 2024 Are you excited yet?  We

would like to start making plans beginning now - it will be a big deal for our church

family.  If you would like to serve on the Anniversary Committee that is now being

formed, please speak with Chuk Gottschall.  Thank you.

THANK YOU!  THANK YOU!!  THANK YOU!!!  We have been truly blessed to
have served a church family like Grace.  We were overwhelmed by the outpouring of
love and encouragement from the number of cards, letters, pictures from little ones,
hand-picked vegetables, gifts and beautiful flowers.  Our hearts were warmed and we
have words of encouragement to remember for the rest of our lives.  We do not know
what the immediate or long-term future holds for us but we know the One who holds
us together in His grace.  Every one of you will continue to be in our prayers.  We trust
that God will direct you to the next shepherd who will guide you into the future -
including the upcoming 75th anniversary celebration.  Keep your focus on the Cross. 
Celebrate Word and Sacrament as a church family.  And know that YOU are blessed in
Christ and His love.

In Christ Alone, ^ Pastor and Marcia Diener
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THANK YOU SO MUCH YARN BENDERS...For your recent donation of nine

afghans for the patients we serve on Spectrum Health Hospice and Palliative Care. 

They are all so colorful and well-made and will be sure to bring warmth and comfort to

those receiving them.  We appreciate your generous and thoughtful support of our

patients in this special way!  Sincerely, Sue, Angie, Yvonne, Cori and Jessi, Volunteer

Coordinators from Spectrum Health Hospice and Palliative Care.

THANK YOU! Lynn Pratt (daughter of Delores Bergin) for your generous donation

to Grace Community Meals.  Your gift is a blessing to our guests and this ministry.

YOUR SEPTEMBER 2020 CALENDARS and Assistant schedules for those who are

serving in September are now available.  September signals the “unofficial” end of

Summer and the resuming of many meetings, activities and other Fall events.  You don’t

want to miss any of the events in September as the Fall schedule begins and the busy

schedule begins in earnest!  Please put the calendar in a prominent place so that you can

make the church schedule a priority in your prayers and activities.  Thank you.

Remember our mission statement as a people of God: Care, Share,

Witness!  By the Grace of God, through His Word and Spirit, Grace Lutheran Church

is called: To bring people to Christ; to share the love of God in word and deed; and to

support the faith-life of our people - demonstrating the gift of faith active among us.

WE CELEBRATE OUR GRANDPARENTS AND VOLUNTEERS Today,

September 13.  Grandparents are a gift from God who should be honored and revered

for their faithful witness of passing along the faith with their love and care from one

generation to the next.  We thank God for them and pray for God to continue to bless

them in passing their faith, their love and letting God’s light shine through them to us.

We also recognize our faithful and generous volunteers.  You are the Church and

your volunteer gifts of time and talents makes a difference for eternity.

THERE IS NO CHURCH PICNIC THIS YEAR DUE TO COVID 19.  But as a

church family we will look for every opportunity possible to gather, enjoy one another

as the Body of Christ and fellowship with joy!
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CALL COMMITTEE Grace Lutheran Church will be forming a call committee to

seltect a canidate to fill our pastoral vacancy. Any member wishing to be considered to

serve on the call committee, please notify Chuk Gottschall, Tom Hoffman, or call the

church office by September 20, 2020.

NOMINATIONS FOR PASTORAL VACANCY Grace Lutheran Church members

will have the opportunity to nominate a pastor to fill our current vacancy. Prayerfully

consider this opportunity. Nomination forms will be available soon.

FOURTH GRADE BIBLES RECEIVED ON RALLY SUNDAY The students who

enter Fourth Grade this year will receive their study Bibles from Grace on Rally Sunday,

September 20 at the 9:00 a.m. worship service.  Those receiving Bibles this year are

Jeremy Blomeling, Lydia Gottschall, Ethan Merchant and Hailey Morse.  May God bless

these students in the Word.

A LOOK AHEAD TO RALLY DAY - THE WARRIORS OF FAITH On Rally Day,

Sunday, September 20, we will begin a year-long look at the

warriors of the faith from the Bible: Moses, David, Joshua,

Esther, Shadrach, Meshack and Abednego.  On Rally Day,

we will begin with Moses.

Why were these Bible people warriors?  Because of Jesus! 

Just like we read in Ephesians 2: 8, their faith was a gift from

God.  God helped their faith grow and grow to mighty

proportions.  God worked through each warrior and used each warrior to point to our

Savior, Jesus Christ.  Jesus fought the ultimate battle against sin on the Cross and He

rose in victory on Easter morning.  Because of this, we can ALL be warriors of faith right

now - in our homes, our school, our places of employment and our neighborhoods.

Through the Warrior of Faith materials we will look at, beginning on Rally Day,

Sunday, September 20, we will encourage our children in God’s mission and ministry

to be the warriors of faith God has re-created them to be.  Just like God certainly

worked through His people in Biblical times, God is working through each one of us

today.  As a church family that spends time in the Word, we will grow together in the

knowledge and grace of God.  Through Jesus alone, victory belongs to all of His

children.
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THE 2022 NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING THEME ANNOUNCED This past

week, the theme for the 2022 NYG in Houston, Texas was announced.  The theme is “In

All Things” based on Colossians 1: 15-20.  The NYG will be July 9-13, 2022.  Youth, start

planning now if you want to attend this life-changing event.  All students entering ninth

grade to beginning college are encouraged to attend.  Fund-raising should begin right

now as we prepare for this event.

GRACE COMMUNITY MEALS IS COMING BACK!  Beginning September 10th,

we will be serving to-go meals only for GCM.  We have 9 committed volunteers and

need 3 more each week to help with food prep and packaging.  Would YOU be able

to help us weekly, every other week, once a month?  If yes, please see Karen Gorman for

more details or call the church office at 616-534-0805 to speak with Karen.

We also have the added expense of to-go containers, baggies, bags, etc.  Would YOU

be able to make a financial contribution for these items which we will purchase in bulk? 

If yes, label your contribution envelope, “GCM.”  We appreciate your financial gifts and

prayers for this ministry and look forward to serving God’s people once again.

GOD’S WORD TEACHES STEWARDSHIP   “For none of us lives to himself, and

none of us dies to himself.” We just don’t belong to ourselves. We belong first of all to

God, and, through Him, we belong to our neighbors. We are here to serve God in our

service to one another. God has called you to this service through your vocation. As a

Christian, you serve others in the church; as a neighbor, you serve others in society; and

as a son or daughter, husband or wife, father or mother, you serve your family.

GOD’S WORD ENCOURAGES THE MESSAGE OF LIFE  Today the good Lord
has a good Word for those of us who have participated in abortion. He forgives that. He
forgives you. “[A]s far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our
transgressions from us” (Psalm 103:12). What’s more, He redeems every sinner. He
redeems all our failures. “[Y]ou meant evil … but God meant it for good” (Genesis
50:20). Who could you counsel or comfort with what you’ve learned from this mistake
(Romans 14:7)?
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“When discipline and correction are called for in the Christian family, it is always

administered in love, given for the express purpose of benefitting the family as a

whole—the household as a whole. By this the family is strengthened to better witness

to the life they share by faith in Jesus. For by the grace of God and in the power of His

Holy Spirit, the Christian family at work, worship, prayer, or play bears witness to the

faith that is in them through their Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” 

-Ron Schlegel

CHOIR INVITATION Psalms 137:4   How shall we sing

the Lord’s song in a foreign land? Now is time to consider

how we can sing to the glory of God in this time of new

expectations.  It certainly goes without saying that we will

be approaching our opportunities differently than we have

in the past. I have given this much thought and prayer as

well as have met with the Elders and Pastor and have been

given the go-ahead for this season of choir.  I realize not

everyone will return -at least not right away.  The door with

a welcome sign will always be open to the time that anyone

would feel ready to return, however. Our plan is to begin

rehearsals on Wednesday, September 23 at 6:30 in the Sanctuary.  We will provide face

shields and, of course, have our own copies of music.  We will be able to reasonably

distance ourselves from one another taking every safety precaution necessary.  If a

member is feeling ill or experiencing any of the symptoms that we have become so

familiar with, we would expect that that member would remain at home until the

symptoms pass. Everyone’s health and well-being are a priority in this matter. I have

chosen music that would work in a variety of situations waiting to see how many

members feel ready to return to this ministry.  Therefore, I look forward to the 23rd and

pray that each of you will pray about this ministry as well.  I am hoping to see any of you

who feel ready to return and any of the others ready to return as time heals our land. I

welcome any questions, suggestions, or concerns that you may have now or in the

future. To God be the glory! Diane Long   698-9437.
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GRACE BEGINNINGS PRESCHOOL IS..............................FUND-RAISING!

We had a wonderful first week of classes last

week. Both classes are full of wonderful

children who are bringing back some fun and

laughter into the church halls during the

week! We have been working on our

classroom routines this past week.

CHARLESTON WRAP FUND-RAISER!

Please thumb through one of the fund-raiser

magazines on the preschool table(please do

not take these magazines home). This fund-

raiser is 100% virtual. You may order online

through the link which is located at the top of our preschool’s Facebook page, as well

as the church facebook page. Orders places directly online will ship right to your home!

Be sure to share the link to family and friends because anyone can order no matter

where they live in the U.S.! If you would like to place an order but are not comfortable

going online to do so please write your name, phone number, and the product numbers

of what you would like to order on the order form (located on the preschool’s table). All

checks should be made out to Grace Beginnings Preschool.

THANK YOU FOR SPONSORING A CHILD...Once again you have out done

yourselves! Thank you for supporting our preschool children by giving them 10 brand

new books for their personal library! Since we have begun this program donations from

Grace members have been able to give over 400 books to children!!

The NEXT Scrip order will be due October 5th by  noon................... You can

find order slips as well as a list of all of the Scrip retailers on the preschool table located

just outside of the church office. If you would like to order Scrip or see what we have on

hand please reach out to Mrs. Bertrand at the church office email:

gracelc.office@gmail.com. 
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WEST MICHIGAN LUTHERAN  Serving Grades 7 - 12

Christ Centered - Student Focused

Academics.......Activities.......Achievement

^ Individual attention so each student can achieve their goals;

^ Integration of the faith in every class throughout the day!

NOW ENROLLING West Michigan Lutheran is now enrolling for the 2020-2021

school year. An affordable and exemplary Christ-centered education that is within your

reach.  Contact the WML office at (616)455-2200 or email office@wmlhs.org to get the

simple and easy enrollment paperwork. It’s YOUR child but it’s OUR mission to nurture

and prepare students for Christ-centered lives.

YES, WE ARE STILL COLLECTING DIRECT YOUR DOLLAR RECEIPTS!

Please help West Michigan Lutheran earn $'s through the

Direct Your Dollars!  We are collecting receipts from local

SpartanNash stores (Family Fare, D&W, and Forest Hills

Foods).  To qualify, it must be the original receipt. We have

$118,000 of the $150,000 needed.  You can drop off your

receipts at our school office (mailbox outside HS doors), mail

them, or give them to one of our students.

PLEASE CONSIDER DONATING BOTTLES AND CANS FOR WML  West

Michigan Lutheran students are collecting returnable bottles and donating the funds

to the WML Boosters. Contact Hailey Stasiukinas or Maggie Eastland for more

information. Bottles can also be dropped off at 3333 52nd St. Kentwood, MI. Please

have bottles in garbage bags and place them next to the large dumpster. 

COULD YOU HELP WML TO GET READY FOR THE NEW SCHOOL YEAR?

Consider giving something to West Michigan Lutheran from their Amazon wish list. Go

to https://amzn.to/2EiMHsf to see what's needed. 
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WE PRAY FOR THE HOLY SPIRIT to direct our Grace church families who have
been absent from worship to return to Word and Sacrament and the fellowship of their
church home where they will receive the nurture of God’s grace and love.

WE LIFT UP OUR YOUNG AT HEART: Ruby Blair, Carole Diehm, Evelyn Klein,
Louise Ohmann, Marge Morgan, Helyn Ritenburgh, Mary Jo Roberts, Jack Sailem,
Joan Stremlow, Sylvia Tumath, Doc Wendt.

WE PRAY FOR GOD’S BLESSINGS UPON THE MINISTRIES AT GRACE this
coming week including Elders meeting following Sunday worship, the Christian
Education Committee meeting, and the Human Care Committee meeting.  We pray that
all we say and do as a church family - both here at Grace or wherever the Lord takes us
throughout the coming week will be to further His Kingdom and for His glory.

PLEASE INCLUDE IN YOUR PRAYERS:
Military: Trey Miller (Navy - submarine), Jackson Miller, Austin Vincent (Member),
Mateo Villarreal (Nephew of Wisemans - Air Force), Christopher Ferguson & Alex
Gaunt (Schrader’s son & cousin), Sargent Eli Westbrook (Grandson of Doreen
Dekkinga), LT Adam Toepp (nephew of Dave & Kathy Helak), Nick Payne and Katie
Collins (Navy - Gorman family), Chad Casey (Hattie Friar’s son-in-law), Travis Knapp
& Mr. Britten (Jeanne DeMeester’s friends), Robert Barber (stationed in Georgia, USA)
and Tyler Stover (Barber’s nephew stationed in Washington, USA), Army Combat
Paramedic.

ALL Military people and their families and for peace among ALL mankind.

MEMBER’S SPECIAL PRAYER REQUESTS: Schumaker family, Toby Miller
(Hoffman’s nephew), Butch Taylor (L. Klooster’s brother), John Staal (R. Blair’s
grandson), Connor Gingrich (Ada Denstone’s great grandson), Paul Staley, O’Neill
Family (Reneker’s friends), Sherri Menenas.

WE PRAY FOR ALL THOSE IN NEED We lift up those serving in the Armed Forces
and their families, all essential workers and servants, those who serve and protect us on
a daily basis, those affected by hurricanes, earthquakes, wild fires in California, social
unrest and violence and all those we lift up from our hearts.
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WE PRAY FOR ALL THOSE WHO WILL BE CELEBRATING birthdays and

anniversaries this coming week that their celebrations would lead to rejoicing in God’s

goodness once again this year and to give Him thanksgiving for all His blessings.

Happy Birthday this week to: Happy Anniversary this week to:

Sunday, September 13 Ethan Merchant

Molly DenBraber

Thursday, September 17 Carter Patrick Greg & Kathy Heibel- 32 years

Bob & Cindy Johnston- 43 years

Saturday, September 19 Virginia VanZytveld

TOGETHER AS A CHURCH FAMILY IN WORD AND STEWARDSHIP

Sunday, September 6, 2020    9:00 a.m. Worship Attendance: 56  Communion: 45  

Sunday, September 6, 2020   Offerings: $ 3,190.00

Joyful Response Giving from 9/7/20 - 9/13/20:  $ 2,120.00

LWML Noisy Offering Collected on August 30, 2020: $ 268.57

1.1.1. Mission Offerings from September 6, 2020 - $ 9.00

Sunday School Attendance: n/a

Adult Bible Study Attendance: n/a

Total Budget Giving in 2020 ($278,500): $193,523.79 (36 week average: $ 5,375.66) 

Multi-fund Giving in 2020: $ 78,851.42

(This includes a $10,000 anonymous donation.)

Total Giving in 2020: $272,375.21

(Please notice:  After 36 weeks, we are $ 12,481.79  ahead of our financial commitment for 2020.)
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Those serving this week and next at Grace:

Fifteenth  Sunday

After Pentecost

9/13/2020

9:00 a.m.

Sixteenth  Sunday

After Pentecost

9/20/2020

9:00 a.m.

Communion

Assistants:

Ed Gorman Tom Hoffman

Deaconess Kathy Helak Kathy Helak

Reader: X X

Altar Guild: Jeff DeYoung Janet Dykstra

Linda Franks

Acolytes: X Nicholas Dykstra

Sound: Gray Ferguson Doug Klein

Ushers: Usher Team 2 Usher Team 3

Fellowship: X Robach

Sanctuary Choir and Handbell Director:  Diane Long     Children’s Choir: Jill Reyers  

Organist: Bob Weaver

Substitute Organists: Charles Gottschall / Laura Bartleson / Julie Beuschel

Usher Team 2: Linda Franks, Craig Neitzel, Linda Neitzel, Hugh Eisen

Usher Team 3: Janet Dykstra, Nicholas Dykstra, Ed Gorman, Arick Cutler

Finance Team September: Cindy Johnston, and ANY available count team members

Side Altar Flowers: None

THE SCHEDULE FOR THIS WEEK AT GRACE

Sunday, September 13, 2020     (Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost)

^Worship with Holy Communion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:00 a.m.

Grandparents Day/ Volunteer Appreciation

Monday, September 14, 2020 (Holy Cross Day)   

^ Preschool Classes All Week . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:00 a.m.

^ Preschool Chapel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.

Tuesday, September 15, 2020

^ Preschool Chapel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.

Wednesday, September 16, 2020

^ Quilters Workshop . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:00 a.m.-Noon

Thursday, September 17, 2020

^ Grace Community Meals To-Go! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:30-6:00 p.m..

Friday, September 18, 2020

Saturday, September 19, 2020

Sunday, September 20, 2020     (Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost)

^Worship with Holy Communion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:00 a.m.

Rally Day

^ Coffee Fellowship in the Fellowship Hall . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:15 a.m.

^ Adult Education Hour Opening in the Sanctuary. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.

– Children and Adults will receive their materials for the week

There will be no in-person Sunday School or Bible Study

^  Confirmation Instruction (in person in the Fellowship Hall) . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.


