
WE ENTER TO WORSHIP...WE EXIT TO WITNESS

WELCOME!  This Lent, we will use the metaphor of eyesight to examine how the

various people in Mark’s Gospel viewed Jesus during His Passion. In most cases, they

misunderstood who He was and what He was doing; then again, sometimes by faith

people did recognize Him correctly.

We have these forty days of Lent in which we may look within ourselves as

people of faith in our day. How are we like or unlike the people who saw Jesus in the

flesh? Most important, as we gather for worship, we will see what Jesus has done to

save us from our sins by His holy, precious Blood and innocent sufferings and death.

Today, we take a look at the chief priests and scribes, who saw Jesus as an

obstacle to be rid of by violence. Yet, during the Passover festival, they would

unwittingly bring about the sacrifice of the ultimate Passover Lamb. How, then, should

we view those who oppose the Gospel in our day? And how might these insights guide

our prayers?  May God bless our Lenten worship and fill our eyes with the glory of God

to save us.

` EYES ON JESUS – MURDEROUS EYES  `

WELCOME, ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF VISITORS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

OUR WORSHIP BEGINS IN PRAYERFUL MEDITATION

GOD’S WORD PREPARES US FOR WORSHIP:

“Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has
eternal life in him.” 1 John 3:15

WE PREPARE FOR WORSHIP IN PRAYER:

O Lord lifted high upon the cross for our sakes, we look to You for strength and

courage, forgiveness and hope, direction and purpose during these days of Lent.  Keep

us firm in our faith, fervent in our prayer life, and sure of our beliefs as we proclaim the

truth of Christ Crucified to all the people of the world praising God for our salvation. 

Help us this sacred season to see, in a new and glorious way, Your perfect and holy will

for our lives.  Grant that all our worship may be acceptable unto You; in Jesus’ name

as our Lord and Savior, we pray and worship this Lent.  Amen.

WE PREPARE OUR HEARTS AND MINDS FOR HOLY COMMUNION
St. Paul, in his letter to the Corinthians, bids us to examine ourselves before taking
Holy Communion.  Therefore, to receive our Lord’s true Body and Blood we:

^ REPENT of our sinful nature and our sinful acts;
^ BELIEVE that Jesus lived the perfect life to shed His Blood for us on the

cross as the atoning sacrifice for the forgiveness of our sin;
^ BELIEVE that, in the Supper, Jesus gives us His true Body and Blood

in, with, and under the bread and wine.  Therefore, the bread and wine
are not merely symbols of the Body and Blood of Jesus, but are joined to
the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood given and shed for us;

^ INTEND by the power of the Holy Spirit, to change our sinful lives and
strive to walk according to God’s holy and perfect will.

In joyful obedience to the teaching of Holy Scripture, we ask that only those who are
one in Church confession and faith join us at the table of our Lord.  Guests who are
members in good standing in fellow congregations of the Missouri Synod are invited
to join us in the Holy Supper.  Children and adults desiring to come forward for
a blessing are encouraged to do so.  If you have questions or if you would like to
have information about joining our fellowship, please visit with the Pastor prior to
worship.  Thank you for honoring the sacredness of God’s altar and our Lord’s Table.
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ORGAN PRELUDE FOR PRAYERFUL MEDITATION

THE RINGING OF THE BELL CALLS US TO MIDWEEK LENTEN WORSHIP

(Disciples with Eyes on Jesus, please respond with the bold print.)

OPENING HYMN
“OUR EYES BEHOLD THE SAVIOR’S FACE”   (Tune: LSB, #437)

Our eyes behold the Savior’s face    And yet cannot perceive

That His perspective held our grace    Before we could believe.

Our vision blurs with anxious tears    As Jesus’ eyelids fall

To conquer sin and all our fears    And tear in two our pall.

Our view scans for the coming Day    That evermore grows near,

When Jesus wipes our tears away    And all is crystal clear.

Text: Lisa M. Clark. Copyright © 2019 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved.

(Disciples with Eyes on Jesus, please stand.)

OPENING SENTENCES AND INVOCATION

O Lord, open my lips,

And my mouth will declare Your praise. Psalm 51: 15

Make haste, O God, to deliver me;

Make haste to help me, O Lord. Psalm 70: 1

Arise, O LORD; O God, lift up Your hand; forget not the afflicted.

For the wicked boasts of the desires of his soul, and the one greedy

for gain curses and renounces the LORD.

In the pride of his face the wicked does not seek Him; all his thoughts are, “There is

no God.”

His mouth is filled with cursing and deceit and oppression; under his

tongue are mischief and iniquity.

He sits in ambush in the villages; in hiding places he murders the innocent.

His eyes watch fro the helpless. Psalm 10
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You’ve heard it said, “If looks could kill.”  The chief priests and scribes looked at Jesus

with just such eyes.  They wanted to be rid of their obstacle, Jesus, by violence.  We

also have murderous thoughts toward our neighbor in our anger and frustration. 

The Father and the Son chose the way of the Cross to save us murderers.  Therefore,

we remember our Baptism, where we were joined with Christ, our Ever-Present Help

as we trace the sign of the     a     Cross upon our forehead and heart as we worship in

the name of the Father and of the    a  Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

(Disciples with Eyes on Jesus, please kneel, if you are able.)

WE CONFESS OUR SINFULNESS AND HEAR GOD’S SAVING GRACE

He was wounded for our transgressions; He was crushed for our iniquities; upon

Him was the chastisement that brought us peace.

And with His wounds, we are healed. Isaiah 53: 5

Upon hearing God’s Word concerning our iniquities which placed Jesus on the cross

and God’s desire to bring us His renewing and restoring grace, we must humbly

confess that we are sinful by nature, that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed,

and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition.  Together as His people,

let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace

for the sake of Christ and saying:

God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

As we perceive how the people around Jesus were unable to truly SEE Him, let us

confess our own failures to respond to His grace and mercy.

[We prayerfully mourn our sin and trust in the promise of God’s saving grace.]

The disciples misjudged the good deed of the woman who anointed Jesus.

And we have failed to see that He is pleased with the loving service of

His followers.

Judas betrayed Jesus out of fear and for financial gain,

And we have betrayed our weak faith in Him when making difficult

decisions.
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Jesus’ closest disciples gave in to sleep rather than watching and praying,

And we have preferred physical comfort over spiritual turmoil.

Peter failed to keep his bold promise of faithfulness to save his skin,

And we have let Sunday’s strength fade when Monday morning

dawned.

Jesus fulfilled the promise of salvation, even as His opponents sought to be rid of Him,

And He went to the cross because of our sin as well.

Pilate wanted to keep his political position, the soldiers saw only a weak man on the

cross,

And we have let ourselves be deceived by the world’s definition of

success.

Jesus’ Body and Blood are not visible in the bread and wine of the Lord’s Supper,

And we have not always looked beyond what our eyes can see in the

Sacrament.

His Father forsook Jesus on the cross as He took all the punishment we deserve,

And we have, at times, focused on our best efforts instead of fixing

our eyes on Jesus.

Jesus’ followers didn’t understand before Easter that He must die and rise on the third

day for salvation,

And we have not always looked beyond our physical health or

longevity.

The angel proclaimed Jesus’ resurrection to the women,

And we pray that You, Heavenly Father, will forgive us all our sin for

Jesus’ sake.  Help us fix our eyes on Jesus each day until we follow

Him to our eternal home, where we shall see You face to face.  Amen.
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“From of old no one has heard or perceived by ear, no eye has seen a God besides the

LORD, who acts for those who wait for Him” (Isaiah 64:4).   Upon this your

confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word,

announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of

my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sin in the name of the Father and of the 

a   Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.  Thanks be to God. O come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the

Founder and Perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set

before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at

the right hand of the throne of God.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God our Father and the fellowship of

the Holy Spirit,    a    be with you all.

And also with you.

Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, we often have gazed with murderous hatred upon our

fellow man.  Look upon us with favor, forgive all our sin, and replace all hatred in our

hearts with love for You and our neighbor; for You live and reign with the Father and

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

(Disciples with Eyes on Jesus, you may be seated.)
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_  GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMS THAT HE IS THE GOD OF LIFE  _

The Old Testament Reading for this Fifth Midweek Lenten worship is written in the

24th chapter of the Prophet Job, beginning with the 13th verse.

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING JOB 24: 13-17

Job notes how those who are evil seek to hide in darkness.

13“There are those who rebel against the light, who are not acquainted with its ways, and

do not stay in its paths.  14The murderer rises before it is light, that he may kill the poor

and needy, and in the night he is like a thief.  15The eye of the adulterer also waits for the

twilight, saying, ‘No eye will see me’; and he veils his face.  16In the dark they dig

through houses; by day they shut themselves up; they do not know the light.  17For deep

darkness is morning to all of them; for they are friends with the terrors of deep

darkness.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

The Epistle is written in the 3rd chapter of 1st John, beginning with the 11th  verse.

THE EPISTLE 1 JOHN 3: 11-15

John writes that love is essential for those who have heard the Gospel.

11For this is the message that you have heard from the beginning, that we should love

one another. 12We should not be like Cain, who was of the evil one and murdered his

brother. And why did he murder him? Because his own deeds were evil and his

brother’s righteous. 13Do not be surprised, brothers, that the world hates you. 14We

know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brothers. Whoever

does not love abides in death. 15Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you

know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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Please stand in reverence for the Holy Gospel.

The Holy Gospel is written in the 14th  chapter of St. Mark, beginning at the 1st verse.

Glory to You, O Lord.

THE HOLY GOSPEL MARK 14: 1, 53-65

The chief priests and scribes unwittingly called for Jesus’ death, the sacrifice for all.

1It was now two days before the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread. And the

chief priests and the scribes were seeking how to arrest Him [that is, Jesus]by stealth

and kill Him...

53And they led Jesus to the high priest. And all the chief priests and the elders

and the scribes came together. 54And Peter had followed Him at a distance, right into

the courtyard of the high priest. And he was sitting with the guards and warming

himself at the fire. 55Now the chief priests and the whole Council were seeking

testimony against Jesus to put Him to death, but they found none. 56For many bore

false witness against Him, but their testimony did not agree. 57And some stood up and

bore false witness against Him, saying, 58“We heard Him say, ‘I will destroy this temple

that is made with hands, and in three days I will build another, not made with hands.’”

59Yet even about this their testimony did not agree. 60And the high priest stood up in the

midst and asked Jesus, “Have You no answer to make? What is it that these men testify

against You?” 61But He remained silent and made no answer. Again the high priest

asked Him, “Are You the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?” 62And Jesus said, “I am, and

you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power, and coming with the

clouds of heaven.” 63And the high priest tore his garments and said, “What further

witnesses do we need? 64You have heard His blasphemy. What is your decision?” And

they all condemned Him as deserving death. 65And some began to spit on Him and to

cover His face and to strike Him, saying to Him, “Prophesy!” And the guards received

Him with blows.

This is the Gospel of our Lord.

Praise to You, O Christ.  “Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the

words of eternal life.”
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WE CONFESS OUR FAITH WITH THE NICENE CREED

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth

and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,

Begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of

Light, very God of very God, Begotten, not made, Being of one

substance with the Father, By whom all things were made;

Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

And was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary And

was made man; And was crucified also for us under Pontius

Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose

again according to the Scriptures And ascended into heaven

And sits at the right hand of the Father.  And He will come

again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, Whose

kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Lord and Giver of life, Who

proceeds from the Father and the Son, Who with the Father

and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, Who spoke by

the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic

Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

And I look for the resurrection of the dead And the life    a    of

the world to come. Amen.

(Disciples with Eyes on Jesus, you may be seated.)

THE CHILDREN HEAR GOD’S LENTEN MESSAGE

(The children are invited forward to hear a message for them from Pastor Diener.)
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WE SING IN PREPARATION FOR THE MESSAGE

“UPON THE CROSS EXTENDED”   (LSB, #453)

Upon the cross extended

See, world, your Lord suspended.

     Your Savior yields His breath.

The Prince of Life from heaven

Himself has freely given

     To shame and blows and bitter death.

Come, see these things and ponder,

Your soul will fill with wonder

     As blood streams from each pore.

Through grief beyond all knowing

From His great heart came flowing

     Sighs welling from its deepest core.

Who is it, Lord, that bruised You?

Who has so sore abused You

     And caused You all Your woe?

We all must make confession

Of sin and dire transgression

     While You no ways of evil know.

Your cross I place before me;

Its saving pow’r restore me,

     Sustain me in the test.

It will, when life is ending,

Be guiding and attending

     My way to Your eternal rest.
Public domain
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MESSAGE            “EYES ON JESUS – MURDEROUS EYES” MARK 14: 1, 53-65

WE OFFER OURSELVES AND RETURN OUR OFFERINGS TO OUR GOD

[O God, who has blessed us beyond measure with Your mercy and grace, bless now

these gifts from our hands and hearts, that they may honor Your name and we may join

You in the work of reconciliation, to be a forgiving vessel to all who walk in the

darkness of sin and guilt, through the redeeming name of our Savior.  Amen.]

(Disciples with Eyes on Jesus, please kneel, if you are able.)

WE OFFER UP THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

Let us pray for the Church around the world, ourselves, and all people in their various

needs.  The eyes of all look to You, and You give them their food in due season. 

Psalm 145:15

For farmers and ranchers and those who bring food to market, that God would

provide favorable weather, bountiful harvests, and relief from both drought and

flood, let us pray to the Lord.

Look on them all in Your mercy, heavenly Father.

My eyes are ever toward the Lord, for He will pluck my feet out of the net.

Psalm 25:15

For all who struggle with unemployment or underemployment, with poor living

conditions or displacement from home, with personal demons or ill health, let us pray

to the Lord.

Behold their turmoil, Lord Jesus, and grant them relief and hope.

His lightnings light up the world; the earth sees and trembles.  Psalm 97:4
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For all people in authority over communities and countries, all whose decisions affect

the climate of the planet and the health of its inhabitants, and all who are charged to

maintain justice within their borders and peace among nations, let us pray to the

Lord.

Gaze upon Your servants, O Lord; protect and guide them that they

may serve with wisdom, compassion, and courage.

I lift up my eyes to the hills. From where does my help come? My help comes from the

Lord.  Psalm 121:1–2a

For all who serve the Lord as they care for others—medical personnel and first

responders, counselors and advisers, friends and neighbors, professionals and

volunteers.  For all those who are facing challenges with their health and those

burdened by afflictions in this life. [Special Petitions] Let us pray to the Lord.

Observe how they use the gifts You have given them, O Holy Spirit,

and open doors of opportunity for them so that many may rejoice

together.

Keep me as the apple of Your eye; hide me in the shadow of Your wings. Psalm 17:8

For the Church around the world, as clergy and lay leaders seek to proclaim the

Gospel and faithfully endeavor to share their faith, especially in the face of

persecution, let us pray to the Lord.

See their struggle, O Holy Spirit, and give them strength to persevere

and grow.

Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good! Blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him! 

 Psalm 34:8
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For the Church, wherever it gathers around Word and Sacrament, relying on God’s

steadfast love and faithfulness, and looking forward to the fulfillment of all His

gracious promises, let us pray to the Lord.

Watch over Your Church, Lord Jesus; protect and defend us until

that day we see You face to face.

Into Your hands, heavenly Father, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray,

trusting in Your mercy for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who taught

us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven; Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom

come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day

our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those

who trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation; But deliver

us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory

forever and ever.  Amen.

(Disciples with Eyes on Jesus, please stand for the Supper.)

_  WE CELEBRATE THE SUPPER OF OUR LORD  _

PREFACE AND PROPER PREFACE

The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. Colossians 3:1

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. Psalm 136

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give

thanks to You, O Lord our God, King of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and

given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but

have eternal life. Grant us Your Spirit, gracious Father, that we may give heed to the

Testament of Your Son in true faith and, above all, firmly take to heart the words with

which Christ gives to us His Body and Blood for our forgiveness.  
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By Your grace, lead us to remember and give thanks for the boundless love which He

manifested to us when, by pouring out His precious Blood, He saved us from Your

righteous wrath and from sin, death, and eternal condemnation.  Grant that we may

receive the bread and wine, that is, His Body and Blood, as a gift, guarantee, and

pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To

You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD CONSECRATE THE SUPPER

THE PAX DOMINI ~ THE PEACE OF THE LORD

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE “GLORY BE TO JESUS”   (LSB, #433)

Glory be to Jesus,    Who in bitter pains

Poured for me the lifeblood    From His sacred veins!

Abel’s blood for vengeance    Pleaded to the skies;

But the blood of Jesus    For our pardon cries.

Public domain

(Disciples with Eyes on Jesus, you may be seated.)

A PRAYER BEFORE THE CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

O Lord, my God, in Holy Baptism You have called me to be a member of Your family,

Your holy Bride, Your Church, and granted to me the remission of all my sin.  Make me

ready now to receive the most holy Body and Blood of Christ for the forgiveness of all

my sin, and grant me a grateful heart that I may give thanks to You, O Father, to Your

Son, and to the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   Amen.
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THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE SUPPER

[On Midweek Lenten Wednesdays, we will practice “station” Holy Communion.  One

side at a time will be ushered up [pulpit side first] to receive the Host and the Cup and

then return to your seat.  It is proper that, after receiving each, you should move

forward, give reverence to the presence of Christ and His gift, and after receiving both,

return to your seat.  The dismissal will be given when all have received the Supper.]

A PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AFTER HOLY COMMUNION

Blessed Savior, Jesus Christ, You have given Yourself to me in this holy Sacrament. 

Keep me in Your faith and favor that I may live in You even as You live in me.  May

Your Body and Blood preserve me in the true faith to life everlasting.  Hear me now for

the sake of Your name, Christ Crucified.  Amen.

(Disciples with Eyes on Jesus, please stand.)

DISMISSAL

THANKSGIVING FOR THE SUPPER

Let us pray.  We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one

another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

WE RECEIVE GOD’S BLESSING TO BE A BLESSING TO OTHERS THIS LENT

The blessing of almighty God—the Father, who saw mankind’s hopeless condition, the 

a    Son, who showed the depth of God’s love, and the Holy Spirit, who has opened our

eyes of faith in Christ—be upon you now and forever.

Amen.

Go in peace as you serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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HYMN “JESUS, I WILL PONDER NOW”    (LSB, #440)

Grant that I Your passion view    With repentant grieving.

Let me not bring shame to You    By unholy living.

How could I refuse to shun    Ev’ry sinful pleasure

Since for me God’s only Son    Suffered without measure?

If my sins give me alarm    And my conscience grieve me,

Let Your cross my fear disarm;    Peace of conscience give me.

Help me see forgiveness won    By Your holy passion.

If for me He slays His Son,    God must have compassion!

Public Domain

WE PRAY FOR GOD’S WORD TO HAVE ITS EFFECT ON US

Lord God, You are a just and holy God.  Fill us with new strength as we leave Your

house of prayer and worship and continue on our Lenten journey that we may

overcome temptation and sin with the victory found in our Savior Crucified for us.  In

times of trial, may we come to You and leave our burdens at the foot of the Cross.  May

Your Word pass from the ear to the heart, from the heart to the lip, and from the lip to

the life that, as You have promised, Your Word may achieve the purpose for which You

send it; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.

GREETING OF ONE ANOTHER

[Set your eyes on Jesus - our God of Life.   So rejoice in Christ, who has turned our

murderous eyes away from sin, guilt and despair and lifted them up to look upon

Himself as our Savior.  Because of this truth, we now depart in peace in His name.  As

you greet one another, share the Gospel truth, “Grace and Mercy happens here!” 

Have a great rest of the week in His continuous care.]
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