
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER – MAY 17, 2020
“A Defense For Life, For Hope”    John 14: 15-21

“Always be prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a
reason for the hope that is in you.”  People are asking from all over the world,
in our State and Community and possibly from our own families during this
pandemic:  What’s our defense? What’s our answer?  What’s our hope?  Well
here it is:   Because Jesus lives, we will live also!  May the Holy Spirit
equip our hearts so that they are daily prepared to share this life-saving, life-
changing hope with the world in which we live.  Amen.   
Dear Defenders of Resurrection Hope:

What a privilege we have to defend what we love.  Captain James Key,
US Army Chaplain, wrote the USA Today with this message: “This past year I
served as chaplain for a 600 soldier logistics battalion in Baghdad.  These
soldiers had to deliver supplies along the most dangerous routes in Iraq. 
When bombs exploded, the reality of war forced many to do some serious
soul searching.  I am back in the States now, a safe distance from the death
and war that challenges service men and women in ways that most people in
this Country will never fully understand.  At great cost, we defend what we
love and those whom we love, many of whom we have never even met.  This
year, as we celebrate and remember, we should pause as a Nation...and think
about the men and women who continue to fight.  War is hell, freedom is
expensive, death is painful and yes, faith still matters especially to those in
the foxhole.  Defend that faith for we love because God first loved us.”

Our President keeps telling us that we are fighting a war with the
Coronavirus pandemic.  We are being asked to still stay at home despite our
economy crumbling before our very eyes; we are asked to social distance and
wear masks and gloves.  We are asked to make sacrifices with our finances
and with our future.  Just like those who have fought in wars all over the
world - we know how hard it is to defend and love those who are the closest
to us - much less those whom we have never even met.   But we have men and
women who place themselves in harm’s way on the front lines in ICU’s and
other places of service all day long for days on end out of love for each and
every one of us whom they don’t even know except for the fact that we are
fellow Americans in need right now.

Therefore, why do we find it hard to accept that the Lord would call us to
stand ready to defend our hope in Christ for the sake of every soul out of love
for the One who first loved us with an everlasting love?  



We indeed have a tremendous privilege to defend what we love.  Jesus
put it like this: “Greater love has no one than this: to lay one’s life down for
one’s friend.”  And Jesus called us His friends while we were yet sinners,
enemies of God, rebels against Him - against His will and His way and
disobedient to His commands certainly!  Jesus laid down His life for us
because He desired to call each one of us HIS for eternity.  That’s worth
defending with our very lives - much less if it only means staying at home to
save lives.   In this defense, we are not asked to stand alone against
the world with our own strength of will, courage and bravery.

In our defense, the Lord sends to us His Holy Spirit, the Counselor, the
Advocate, our ever-present Helper.  The Lord does not leave us as “orphans”
- or literally, as the “defenseless ones.” He comes to us intentionally for
the purpose of giving us THE answer of the hope that we have in Him.  We
know the Holy Spirit through the Catechism as the Third Person of the Holy
Trinity who calls, gathers, enlightens and sanctifies.  He convicts hearts of
sin, converts those who are dead in sin and “makes them over” to be those
who are alive in Christ through the gift of faith.  The Holy Spirit reminds the
faithful of the Truth, refreshing the hearts and minds of the followers of Jesus
of all His teachings in love.

Jesus told His disciples that He would send a Counselor, a Helper, to
enable them to face the challenges of day to day living.  Could it be possible
that He was speaking of times like these?  Absolutely!!  

In the Scriptures, we find the work of the Counselor referred to as “to
guide, to strengthen, to enable, to make stronger, to teach, the truth-giver,
the life-giver, the One who lives and makes His home with us.”  One of my
favorite explanations of the work of the Spirit is “whispering the truth of God
in our ears so our hearts and minds can stand under our experiences lead by
His will.”  The Greek word for “paraclete” or “counselor” means “sent to the
side of to help.”  

A man who underwent open-heart surgery told a friend about his
experience.  He said, “The day before surgery a nurse came into my room to
visit. She took hold of my hand and told me to feel it and hold it.” “‘Now,’ she
said, ‘during the surgery tomorrow you will be disconnected from your heart
and you will be kept alive only by virtue of certain machines.  You will be
immobile for as long as six hours. You may be unable to move, or speak, or
even to open your eyes, but you will be perfectly conscious. You will hear and
you will know everything that is going on around you.  



During those six hours, I will be at your side and I will hold your hand,
exactly as I am doing now. I will stay with you until you are fully recovered.
Although you may feel absolutely helpless, when you feel my hand, you will
know that I will not leave you.’  “It happened exactly as the nurse told me,”
the man continued. “I awoke and could do nothing. But I could feel the
nurse’s hand in my hand for hours. And that made all the difference!” 

We instinctively call someone to be by our side and give us strength
when facing adversity or when making a decision or when facing something
new.  That’s what Jesus sends to us in His Spirit - to not only be by our side,
to give us God’s strength and help, but also to reside within us.  God is
truly concerned about every moment of our lives and He cares enough to
send us the very best.

God, the Holy Spirit is an empathetic Counselor.  There is no One who
understands how we are wired better than God Himself.  The Spirit whispers
in our ear the Word from Psalm 139: “O Lord, You have searched me and
known me...even before a word is on my tongue, You know it.”  

You may run across a counselor who doesn’t get you or understand you
fully - but that will never be the case with your heavenly Counselor - who also
just happens to be non-judgmental.  Even though He knows every word we
have ever said, every thought that comes across our minds and sees every
action, yet – He loves us.  He doesn’t condemn us.  Nor does He condone our
sinful thoughts, words and deeds.  He knows that Christ paid the price for
each one of them on the Cross.  

Our Counselor knows the damage that sin does to our lives and the most
important relationship in our lives - the one we have with our Lord - even
when we choose to ignore it - so the Counselor pierces our hearts and our
conscience so we will confess our sin, set apart Christ as our Lord, and live
and move and have our being in His hope.

The Spirit then equips us for maturity in faith to make a daily defense. 
Satan works hard to prevent this growth - scars of past hurt and sin we have
chosen not to forgive, ingrained personality habits, addictions, bad decisions,
priorities and choices we’ve made, and even the experiences we are facing at
this time of pandemic and isolation – all the experiences of daily life that
satan uses to get us to resign to the false truth that this sinful self is as good
as it gets.  It’s then that the Spirit again whispers in our ears that the power of
the Cross of Christ Crucified has overcome the world, so don’t let your heart
be troubled, the world and its trouble is no match for the Word of God.



The Spirit then reminds us of the greatest counsel of all: Because
Christ lives, we live.  Christ lives for us!! This truth is at the heart of the
Christian faith - day in and day out for the rest of our eternal lives.  Christ is
alive and because He is alive and well and makes His home in us, we live lives
that overcome every obstacle.

We need to be prepared to give a defense of our hope because sometimes
we are challenged, but just as importantly, for the times when we are NOT!    

In this day and age, we will be challenged by the sense that there really is
no hope, no absolute answer, no certainty in uncertain times – and we appear
powerless in the face of them.  We will be challenged by everything from
warm beds on Sunday mornings to competing activities and schedules to
facing cancers and surgeries and tornadoes and flooding and burdens and
isolation and frustrating burdens which can cause us to lose everything we
have in this world.  

But it is so often in those times when we are not challenged, when there
is no sense of urgency to defend our faith, to proclaim the truth, or to share
our hope from this day to the next, that we lose our sense there is a daily
battle to defend that which we love that we  - and those around us are in the
gravest danger.

God has given us a sure and certain hope in the midst of the good and
bad times.  We have a Word of God given to us by His Holy Spirit to
encourage others - to uplift our church family with a phone call, a card or to
lift them up in fervent prayer.  We have the hope that defeats every
challenging circumstance - and we are called, enlightened, sanctified as
Church and equipped to share this hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Our Sunday School ministry lifts us the Spirit of Truth with every lesson,
every message of encouragement, every Word shared with our children. 
Heroes work here too - they are called our Sunday School Teachers who
reveal the truth of Jesus Christ with every child of God - from toddler to
mature adult.  We thank God for these heroes and students this weekend.

The truth remains - over 80 people die every minute without the hope
that we know in Christ.  The Counselor has been sent to be our side and
to live within us to share this hope and to help.  May He whisper in your ear
all that the Lord has commanded you, remembrance of all His promises and
set your heart apart for the Lord and lead you to whisper in another person’s
ear as well the loving counsel, “Because Jesus lives, you have hope in
Him.”  This life in Christ is worth defending with every breath and whisper. 
Amen.


