
Greetings in the Name of Christ Crucified for you,
At the time of this writing, we are still under Governor Whitmer’s executive order, “Stay

Home, Stay Safe, Save Lives”  Executive Order (EO 2020-21).  We are all anticipating an
extension of this order at least through April 30.  We are also awaiting news about the school
year, additional unemployment benefits, etc.  Please follow the executive order as closely as
possible.  Your efforts are saving lives.  But in this time of staying home and social distancing,
please remember to keep in contact with your church family by phone, text, Facebook or other
technology.  We are attempting to put as much on line as possible to bless your family altar,
keep us together as a church family and to direct our hearts and minds to the victory found
with Christ’s life, death and resurrection for us and our salvation.  You can’t give a greater gift
than to share the light of the Gospel during this dark time.

Palm Sunday, Holy Week and Easter are tremendous celebrations that we all look
forward to each year.  But we understand that as the numbers continue to peak with reported
cases of the virus and deaths, we need to remain vigilant in prayer and staying home.  That
being said, we still have a ministry to carry out as best we can.  Therefore, I will stand ready to
serve this Saturday, April 4 from 10 a.m. - Noon to hand out palms, Holy Week worship
bulletins and sermons, Bible Study and devotional materials.  We will still accept cards for the
homebound and nursing home bound as well as cards for your church family.  We will also
accept worship offerings.  We thank those who have chosen to give offerings for the entire
upcoming month.  Please also continue to prayerfully consider signing up for “Joyful
Response.”  Everyone is encouraged to give what they can so that our ministry may continue. 
When you come to church, we will hand these things at the door and retrieve anything that
may have been placed in your church mailbox.

We cancelled the order of Easter Lilies.  You may receive a refund, upon request.  But I
would like to use these orders for flowers once we are able to congregate once again - be that
Easter Lilies, tulips or whatever flowers are available at that time.

The church door will be open again on Easter Saturday, April 11 from 10 a.m. - Noon. 
At this time, I will make available Easter worship bulletins and sermons, Easter devotions and
Easter baskets for the children.  We will accept completed Easter Contest coloring sheets (see
Facebook and Website to enter this contest) and your worship offerings.

I am trying to produce as much material as possible to bless your Holy Week and Easter
celebrations.  But I am on disability.  Following Easter, this will be very limited.  The Elders have
contracted with Rev. North Sherrill to cover for my absence once we are able to congregate
once again.  He has provided the following bio information:

I was born in Massachusetts, grew up on a farm in Nebraska, graduated from
the University of Nebraska with a B.S. degree in Chemical Engineering, worked for
E.I.duPont in Deepwater, N.J. and Reichhold Chemicals in Tuxedo Park, N.Y. before
matriculating in Concordia Theological Seminary in Springfield, IL. I graduated from
C.T.S. in Fort Wayne, IN in 1979 and was sent to Christ Lutheran in Marshall, MI where I
served for five years before taking a call to Trinity Lutheran in Lansing, MI where I
served for fourteen years. My last full time service was for Zion Lutheran in Kearney, NE
where I served for ten years. Presently I have a call to serve Our Savior Lutheran part
time here in Grand Rapids where I have been for the last eleven plus years.



In 1966 Sharon Schmeeckle and I were married at her home parish, Redeemer
Lutheran, in Elwood, NE. God has blessed us with four children and twenty three
grandchildren. Sharon also graduated from the University of Nebraska majoring in
Home Economics plus she has a Master’s Degree in Clothing, Textiles and Design.

Our daughter, Andrea, is married to Col. Mark Tellier and they have three
children. Our oldest son, Adrian, is a pastor in Denver, CO and is married to Linda. They
have thirteen children. Our second son, Nathan, is a pastor in Council Bluffs, IA and is
married to Tina. They have seven children. Our youngest, Caleb, lives with us and has
worked full time for Walmart for seventeen years. He has a pet West Highland Terrier
puppy named Gibby.

 

If you are in need of Pastoral Care, you may reach Pastor Diener at 616-350-3199 or
leave a message at the church office number 616-534-0805. I am a willing servant. Therefore,
please do not hesitate in the least to call me. I will contact servants to give you the care you
need.  I continue to try to stay in touch with the church family with phone calls.  I am blessed
with a wonderful church family and take great joy in reaching out to you.

The church email will still be monitored by Maria Bertrand remotely from home, as well
as updates to our website and Facebook pages to keep everyone informed on what is
happening here at the church right now and going forward. If you need a resource mailed to
you, please leave a message on the church answering machine.  The church mail is picked up
each day.  If you would like to mail in your offerings, we will be sure to get them each day
during this time that Maria works from home.

Pastor Diener and our Deaconesses will deliver the Easter baskets to our homebound
and nursing home bound during Holy Week.  We understand that in most cases, they will need
be dropped off at the front desk and be delivered by staff.

As your shepherd and the under-shepherd of Christ, I would like to share the following
encouragement with you:  As you are all well aware, this Covid 19 pandemic has caused many
people to panic. Fears are rising all around the world. People who have never felt anxious
before are suddenly weighed down with worry and are not sure what to do next. Travel is
banned. Schools and businesses are closed. Many small business owners are hurting financially.
People are panic buying, hoarding toilet paper and hand sanitizer.



One of the reasons that viral outbreaks are so scary to so many people is that you can’t
see the enemy. Germs and bacteria are microscopic, so you never see them coming. If infected
people or surfaces had a green glowing aura or something like that, we would know who to
avoid and what not to touch. But we can’t see microbes like viruses, and that just escalates
people’s fears.

Thankfully, viruses and bacteria are not the only things that can’t be seen with the
naked eye. The Bible tells us there is a whole unseen world all around us. In fact, the Bible says,
“We look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen” (2 Corinthians
4:18). This is such a strange statement, isn’t it? How do we look at the things which are not
seen?

While you contemplate that question, I’d like to share a story with you from the Old
Testament. Please open your Bible to 2 Kings, chapter 6.  First, let me give you a little
background.  The Kingdom of Israel is at war with the Kingdom of Aram, but the King of Israel
seems to be able to predict Aram’s every move. Everywhere Aram’s army goes, Israel is one
step ahead–so much so that the King of Aram assumes he has a spy in his camp. But there is no
spy; rather, God is speaking through the prophet Elisha and giving him inside information –
divine knowledge and divine vision – and Elisha is passing that knowledge on to the King of
Israel.

When the King of Aram realizes what’s happening, he sends his army to find Elisha and
capture him. So one morning, Elisha’s servant pulls back the curtains and he discovers that
their house is totally surrounded by Aram’s army. Just as many of us would do in his situation,
he calls out in fear and panic, “Oh no, my Lord! What shall we do?” (2 Kings 6:15).

Now we might expect Elisha to come up with a cunning plan to make an undercover
exit, or to hide somewhere hoping they won’t be found, or to hand himself over to make things
go as smoothly as possible. Instead, Elisha calmly replies, “Don't be afraid. We have more forces
on our side than they have on theirs” (2 Kings 6:16). Elisha’s servant was completely perplexed,
so Elisha prayed, “O LORD, open his eyes and let him see!” (2 Kings 6:17).

God answers Elisha’s prayer, and Elisha’s servant looks out the window to see an army
of angels—the entire hillside was covered with horses and chariots of fire. Then, as the
Aramean army advanced toward them, Elisha again prayed to the Lord, “Please strike these
people with blindness” (2 Kings 6:18). And, again, God answered Elisha’s prayer and struck the
enemy army blind.

Full of confidence and bravado, Elisha walks out to the Arameans and, in their
confusion, convinces them that they’ve arrived at the wrong city. He offers to lead them to the
man they’re looking for and, since they haven’t got much choice, the soldiers follow Elisha all
the way to the neighboring city of Samaria. He leads them right to the heart of the city, then
prays again, “O Lord, now open their eyes and let them see!” (2 Kings 6:20). As their vision
returns, they quickly realize that they’ve been duped. The Arameans are now the ones
surrounded by Samaria’s army. The cocky king of Samaria asks Elisha, “Shall I kill them all?” 
Elisha replied, “Of course not! Do we kill prisoners of war? Give them food and drink and send
them home again to their master” (2 Kings 6:22). So the king made a great feast for them and
then sent them home to Aram. And, the Bible says, “After that, the Aramean raiders stayed
away from the land of Israel” (2 King 6:23).

That’s quite a story, isn’t it!? Of course, the question is—what do we learn from this



story? The central theme of the story is the ability to see. 
First, Elishia prays that his servant’s eyes would be open so that he could see. Then he

prays that his enemies would be unable to see. Then he prays again that they would be able to
see.  It all raises a question for us: are you looking at the things which are seen or the things
that are unseen? I’d like to point out three things in this story that were unseen but
ever-present. These same three things are present in your life and mine, even though they may
go unseen at times.

The first unseen thing is God’s presence. When Elisha’s servant looked outside all he
saw were enemy soldiers, surrounding them on all sides and closing in. Immediately panic set
in and fear began rising. But when Elisha prayed that God would open his eyes, he suddenly
realized that the God of angel armies was on their side. God, the Almighty Creator of the
cosmos, was with them. He’s with you, too.

The Bible tells us that God is omnipresent. He’s everywhere all the time. David
recognized this when he wrote, “Where can I go to escape Your Spirit? Where can I flee from
Your presence? If I go up to heaven, You are there; if I make my bed in Sheol, You are there”
(Psalm 139:7-8). Jesus promised, “I am with you always, even to the end of the age” (Matthew
28:20).

That reminds me of the story about a little boy named Doug. One night, Doug was
sitting on the porch with his mom, looking at a full moon. Little Doug asked his mom if God was
on the moon. She said, “God is everywhere.” Little Doug thought for a moment, then asked, “Is
God in my tummy?” Not knowing where these questions were leading, his mother said, “Well,
yes, sort of…” Then Doug declared, “I think God wants some milk and cookies.”

God is always with us. We can’t escape His presence. But like that little boy and like
Elisha’s servant, we have some trouble seeing God. That is, we don’t always recognize His
presence. So how do we learn to see God; to recognize His presence?

Well, we can start with prayer just like Elisha did. “Open the eyes of my heart, Lord.”
Worshipping together will also help us become more aware of God’s presence. But most
importantly, we see God through Jesus. The Bible says, “Christ is the visible image of the
invisible God” (Colossians 1:15). Jesus is the lens through which we see God. As we read
through the four Gospels in the New Testament—Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John—we’ll begin
to see God more clearly.

Often, we know that God is there, but He’s blurry and out of focus, obscured by our sin,
surroundings and circumstances. But when we focus the lens of faith, with the help of the Holy
Spirit, through God’s Word, prayer and worship and Jesus, we start seeing God more and more
clearly.

Secondly, we see God’s hand of protection upon us. He is our Rock, Refuge and Good
Shepherd.  The Bible tells us, “The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear Him, and
He delivers them” (Psalm 34:7). That’s just what Elisha’s servant saw when he peered out the
window. God lifted the veil between the earthly realm and the spiritual realm and allowed him
to see an army of angels riding fiery chariots encamped around the unwitting enemy army.

Jesus also mentions this massive angel army. When Peter draws his sword to prevent
the soldiers from arresting Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus rebukes Peter, saying,
“Don’t you realize that I could ask my Father for twelve legions of angels to protect us, and he
would send them instantly?” (Matthew 26:53). Twelve legions equal 72,000. 



That’s a lot of angels! Jesus, of course, didn’t need that protection because He knew it
was God’s will to go to the cross, but very often we do need protecting. Especially in perilous
times like this, we need to see God’s angels surrounding us, protecting us and reminding us
that God is mightier than any enemy we might face.

The problem is, as humans, we want to see God’s protection as a magic force field that
keeps us from all harm. Yes, God can prevent any evil or disaster but we must remember that
we live in a fallen world where we have free will. Many times, God works in ways that we do
not understand. Sometimes God's protection comes in the form of peace and strength in the
middle of despair. Other times God's protection comes as an ending because He sees
something more on the horizon that we cannot see.

Often throughout the Old Testament, God is compared to a strong tower or a mighty
fortress. When the Israelites took refuge within Solomon’s fortress or the tower of David, their
enemies didn’t just pack up and go home. They still had a battle to fight. But from within the
fortress they had the advantage. Rather than being easy targets out in the open, they could
fight from a position of strength from within the mighty walls. Additionally, they could climb
the tower and look down on their enemies, giving them a better vantage point and
perspective. God does the same for us. When we turn to God in times of trouble, our problems
don’t just go away. But we can face those problems from a position of strength and we can see
them from God’s perspective. As a child of God, you can rest knowing that no matter what
hardship you face, God is your Shelter, your strong Tower, and your Protector!

Thirdly, we trust in God’s providence.  God’s providence refers to God’s plans and
provision. You cannot read this 2 Kings 6 without getting a strong sense of God’s providence.
As this sequence of unusual events unfolds, it becomes more and more obvious that it was all
part of God’s plan.  God doesn’t send the evil or this terrible pandemic but He alone uses them
for His will and good. 

Plans are funny things. Most of the time, when we make them, we aren’t really the
ones who control their outcomes. Sure, we can do our best to try and make them happen, but
so much of our world—and our lives—are dictated by things outside of our control. Just when
you think you’ve got life figured out, something happens that throws a monkey wrench into
your plans. Whether it’s a consequence of something we’ve done or simply circumstances that
are out of our control. Suddenly, plans change—and sometimes, they totally disappear.

Often the reason life doesn’t go according to plan is that God has other plans and His
plans supersede ours. James knows all about that. In the New Testament, he writes to
Christians scattered across the Roman empire:  Look here, you who say, “Today or tomorrow
we are going to a certain town and will stay there a year. We will do business there and make a
profit.” How do you know what your life will be like tomorrow? Your life is like the morning
fog—it’s here a little while, then it’s gone. What you ought to say is, “If the Lord wants us to, we
will live and do this or that.” Otherwise you are boasting about your own pretentious plans, and
all such boasting is evil  (James 4:13-16).

Plans can be good, but when your whole life is shaped around your plans, you can
become so focused on accomplishing them that we lose sight of God. Too often, our lives are
dedicated to serving our own agendas. The Bible says, “You can make many plans, but the
Lord’s purpose will prevail” (Proverbs 19:21). The best thing we can do when looking to the
future or when life doesn’t go according to plan is let God be God. Align your life with His plans.



Instead of trying to fit God into our plans, we need to fit into His. Right now, it feels to
many of us like the world has gone crazy. This pandemic certainly wasn’t a part of my plan and
we may not be able to see how it fits into God’s plans. But the truth is—God is always in
control and His plans are never thwarted. So, it may be hard to see, but let’s look for God’s
providence in the midst of this pandemic.

When Elisha’s servant first looked out the window that morning, he couldn’t see God’s
presence, protection or providence. He could only see peril and problems. Consequently, he
was petrified and panic-stricken. Maybe you can relate.  In this climate of fear and foreboding,
we need to learn to look not at the things which are seen, but the things that are unseen. Like
Elisha, we need to see God’s presence, God’s protection, and God’s providence. Let’s pray “O
Lord open my eyes and let me see.” And let’s pray for others, that God may open their eyes
and give them comfort, courage and hope for whatever life may throw in their direction.

Let us pray together as the Grace Church family:  Lord God, as we struggle to cope with
the consequences of this pandemic, we ask You to help us see the unseen. Open our eyes that
we may see, Lord. Help us recognize Your continual presence in our lives, in our community
country and the world in need.  Help us to be more aware of Your protection, and to seek
shelter in You alone. We remember Your Word to the Prophet Jeremiah, “For I know the plans I
have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a
hope” (Jeremiah 29:11).  Help us to see the beauty of Your providence and trust that Your plans
will never fail. Please protect those most vulnerable to this virus and those who are struggling
financially because of it. Help us to use this opportunity to love our neighbors and perhaps
open their eyes to Your great love for them with the Good News of Holy Week and Easter -
what Jesus did for the world in need.  We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.


